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heavily muscled and such an examination is very unsatisfactory. If the object is located, hand massage may help to dislodge the obstruction either upward or downward.
If the choke is high up in the throat or in the back part of the mouth, it is sometimes possible to remove it with a long pair of forceps, or by hand when a speculum is used to hold the mouth open. Should the stoppage be located far down in the gullet, the chances for recovery are not good, because it is always difficult to force the object downward. It is also dangerous to use oil, because it may gag the animal, enter the windpipe, and cause suffocation.
When hand manipulation fails and it has been found impossible to extract the object with forceps, the pig may be given a very small amount of any household oil, such as olive, castor, or a salad oil. This is a last resort and may grease the throat sufficiently to allow the mass to be vomited or swallowed. The oil is given at the owner's risk and with the idea that the animal will probably die if the choke is not relieved.
Choke in pigs is always serious and whenever possible the services of a veterinarian should be enlisted. This is especially true in the case of a valuable breeding animal. His knowledge of the anatomy of the throat will be invaluable in accomplishing mechanical removal of the object.
RICKETS
Rickets is a disease of young animals and is popularly referred to as softening of the bone. It very seldom causes the death of pigs, but results in unthriftiness and such animals are rarely, if ever, profitable to the owner. Rickets sometimes occurs in epidemic-like form, when large numbers of individuals in a herd become affected. All breeds of swine suffer alike when conditions are favorable for its development. Rickets is not to be mistaken for paralysis.
Cause Rickets is generally believed to be caused by a lack of